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Providence House was founded in 1988
when two members of First Presbyterian
Church, Mary Anne Selber and Jean Sayres,
recognized a need for shelter services
serving homeless families with children.
Originally named Evergreen House and
operated by the Salvation Army, the
organization served as a temporary shelter
until 1992 when it became evident there
was a significant housing need in northwest
Louisiana for families with children. The
organization was then renamed Providence
House and the mission evolved to provide

long-term solutions for breaking the homeless cycle. The comprehensive
support services were developed to help each family address the root causes
that led to homelessness and ultimately move them toward their highest level
of self-sufficiency. Providence House has continued to grow over the years in
response to the needs of residents and the greater community.
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2025 has been a remarkable year of transformation, growth, and
renewed momentum at Providence House. As I stepped into the
role of Executive Director in June 2025, I was deeply honored to
join an organization with a rich legacy of service spanning nearly
four decades—a legacy rooted in faith, compassion, and an
unwavering commitment to breaking the cycle of homelessness,
one family at a time. I want to begin by expressing my profound
gratitude to our Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, partners,
and the generous community that continues to uplift our mission. 

Your belief in our work empowers families and strengthens the
fabric of our community in Northwest Louisiana. This year,
Providence House achieved significant milestones in our work to
provide stability, dignity, and opportunity. Our programs
continued to support families as they work toward lasting
independence. From housing stability to workforce development
and supportive services that address the root causes of
homelessness, our holistic approach is showing real results.

Sharpel Welch
Executive Director
Providence House

FROM THE
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

A NOTE
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With gratitude,

 A key highlight of 2025 was the completion of a major seven-month construction and renovation
project across our campus. This work brought critical enhancements to our facilities—improving
living spaces, community areas, and infrastructure so that our families and staff can thrive in a
safe, welcoming environment. These improvements position Providence House for future growth
and better service delivery for the families we are privileged to support.

Our progress this year reflects the collective dedication of many — from donors and community
partners to volunteers and advocates. Each contribution, no matter the size, has helped ensure
that our residents have access to resources, education, and pathways to self-sufficiency. As we
look ahead, we remain committed to innovative, compassionate leadership and deepening our
impact across the region. Thank you for being part of this journey. Together, we are making a
lasting difference—transforming not only homes, but futures.



Reginald Abrams
Law Office of

Reginald Abrams

OFFICERS

Julie Nix
Community Activist

MEMBERS

Sharpel Welch, EDD, ABD Executive Director

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Melissa Couch
First Vice-President

Barksdale Federal Credit Union

George “Trey” Delano Fauber, III
President

Cole, Evans & Peterson

Amy Snowden, Secretary
Community Activist
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Joe E. Reynolds
President-Elect

The Reynolds Foundation

Marcia Moffatt
Community Activist

Brian Crawford
Willis Knighton Health

Sean Deere
Hancock Whitney Bank

Judy Madison
Red River Bank

Rodney Murray
Community Activist

Dr. Evelyn Pryor
Ochsner LSU Health 

Steven Pracht
Lighthouse Builders

Dr. Susan Seiler-Smith
Ochsner LSU Health 

Amy Snowden
Community Activist

Malia Wollerson
Heard, McElroy and

Vestal, LLC
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YOUR RETURN ON INVESTMENT
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SUMMARIZED 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
UNAUDITED, CPA
PREPARED
AS
OF
MARCH
11,
2026

 *During fiscal year 2025, Providence House incurred a net operating loss due to an unbudgeted but
essential remediation project addressing critical facility needs. While this created a temporary deficit, it

strengthened our infrastructure and ensured the safety and continuity of our programs. Providence
House remains financially stable, committed to responsible stewardship, and dedicated to providing a

safe environment where families can rebuild their lives.



The William C. Woolf Child Development Center at
Providence House is seeing remarkable results as one of

the first four-star, 100% STEAM centers in the Shreveport-
Bossier area. With over 92% of students meeting their

goals, and enrollment numbers on the rise, our updated
classrooms and cutting-edge STEAM curriculum are

making a significant impact. This helps to level the playing
field for all children, ensuring they have the tools needed

to succeed. 
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WE PROUDLY
SERVED 52
CHILDREN

THROUGHOUT
2025.

CONNIE YOUNG
ACHIEVED A

PERFECT SCORE IN
CLASS

OBSERVATIONS FOR
OUR INFANT
CLASSROOM.

WE MAINTAINED A
RECORD OF ZERO

DEFICIENCIES WITH
THE LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

(LDOE).

OUR FACILITY
SUCCESSFULLY
MAINTAINED A
4-STAR RATING
FOR QUALITY

CARE.



Each spring and fall, Providence House celebrates families who have completed our
program. These men, women, boys, and girls have reached educational milestones,

gained job skills, earned certifications, found employment, and secured stable housing. 
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