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A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
After a year highlighted by a pandemic, housing crisis, sluggish

economy and a crime rate never seen before, the one word that

rises to the top for me is GRATITUDE! That may sound strange, but

I have always been the “glass half full” type. Even in the midst of

all that seemed wrong with the world, we have so much to

celebrate as we look back at 2021. Providence House is the

beneficiary of the BEST within our community. We have seen and

experienced generosity in unimaginable ways. Volunteers stepped

up to make sure that our families had great celebrations all year

long. They gave their time, talent and treasure month after month

so that homeless families had the gift of normalcy all year. Many

people have a bad perception of government; Providence House

is grateful. Our City officials, Office of Community Development,

Commissioners, Police and Fire Department, and SPAR all helped

to care for our families and support the work and mission of the

agency. For each one, we are grateful! Individual donors,

organizations, clubs, foundations, schools and churches gave

sacrificially so that homeless families with children have a chance

for real self-sufficiency. For that, we cannot express any other

emotion bigger than gratitude. Our partners - those who are in

the trenches with us day after day to meet the growing needs of

our homeless community, we are grateful for your friendship.

So, when we look with a new set of lenses and assess from a

different perspective, we all have so many reasons to be grateful.

A challenge to each of us for 2022 is to begin the New Year from

a place of gratitude: be thankful for what you do have instead of

focusing on what is lacking. Be thankful for your friends and family

(even the ones that drive you nuts sometimes). Finally, be thankful

for the work that you have been assigned to do; no one else can

complete the job except you. 

Serve well, love completely, and be grateful.

V E R N I  H O W A R D ,  M P A
Executive Director

"We make a
living by what

we get. 
We make a life

by what
we give."

 
Winston Churchill



OUR HISTORY 
Providence House was founded in 1988 when two members of

First Presbyterian Church, Mary Anne Selber and Jean Sayres,

recognized a need for shelter services for homeless families

with children. Originally named Evergreen House and operated

by the Salvation Army, the organization served as a temporary

shelter until 1992 when it became evident there was a great

housing need in northwest Louisiana for families with children.

The organization was then renamed Providence House and the

mission evolved to provide long term solutions to breaking the

homeless cycle. The comprehensive support services were

developed to help each family address the root causes that led

to homelessness and ultimately move them toward their highest

level of self-sufficiency. Providence House has continued to

grow over the years in response to the needs of residents and

the greater community. 

Mission: The mission of Providence House is "Break the

Homeless Cycle One Family at a Time". Our mission

statement speaks to what we believe and is the underlying

motivation for all that we do at Providence House. The Lord who

created you says: "Fear not, I have redeemed you; I have called

you by name; you are mine" Isaiah 43:1. Providence House is a

ministry called to live out God's gracious intention, sovereign

purpose and steadfast love for each and every person. In

providing shelter, care, support and encouragement for families

in need, we seek to be a visible sign and instrument of God's

own provisions for all of His children. 

A MISSION THAT
BEGAN IN 1988
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100% of our Child Development Center staff were certified instructors

100% of our staff completed annual, professional development training

100% of our staff gave back to the agency in 2021

Our Child Development Center received a 4-STAR rating (2021-2022)
from Louisiana Department of Education for the 3rd straight year.

50% of the administrative team have earned master's degrees

Providence House was listed as one of the 2021 "Best Places to Work in 
Shreveport-Bossier"

With the financial support of First United Methodist Church and the City of
Shreveport, Providence House became the only shelter in North LA with a
brand new Calming Studio for children. (Ribbon cutting April 2022)

A STAFF THAT MAKES IMPACT



Even in the midst of COVID, 8 families graduated (8 adults, 11 children) from the
Providence House program; boosting the total number of families that have
completed the program to an astounding 655

We provided 17,888 nights of lodging

We provided 20,913 meals in the House and the Child Development Center
combined

We served 163 people and helped 36 families obtain permanent housing

We received over 4,009 calls for homelessness prevention and helped 61 families
in Shreveport with rental and utility assistance

We provided 138 counseling sessions for residents and others in the community

A total of 94 people completed Workforce Development Program certification via
our partnership with Bossier Parish Community College (BPCC)

857,894 people in Louisiana lived in poverty in 2020; the population was 4,515,876

26.8% of all children in Louisiana lived in poverty

15.3% of all households in Louisiana experienced food insecurity; at some point 
during the year, these families were not able to provide food due to poverty

Louisiana's poverty rate was 19% and the state ranked 50th in the country

36% of children in low income families did not have an employed parent
compared to 4% of children in middle to upper income families

"The Return on Your Investment"
2021 PROGRAM IMPACT

Quick Facts: Poverty in Louisiana



SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Cash and Cash Equivalents                                 
Account Receivables                                           
Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment                     
Land and Buildings (net of depreciation)           
Operating Reserve
Other Assets
Community Foundation Endowment             

179,552
102,306
376,588

   1,031,177
313,932
909,731

1,024,988

Unaudited, CPA Prepared as of December 31, 2021

 

Statement of Financial Position

Total Assets

Assets

2,913,286

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Long-Term Liabilities         

Total Liabilities 536,173

5,517
   530,656

Income Statement

Total Liabilities and Net Assets
2,377,113
2,913,286

Revenue
Expenses       

2,471,788
1,938,685

Total Net Income 533,103

Total Net Assets

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$

Notes:
    Not included in total assets

 (1)

 (1)
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Providence House used $0.78
of every $1 given to support
programs designed to break
the homeless cycle.

     78% Programs
     12% Administration
     10% Fundraising

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Unaudited, CPA Prepared as of December 31, 2021

Providence House diversified its
revenue base to create viable
and sustainable programs. This
has been a long-term goal!

     32% General Donations
     30% State / Federal Contracts
     26% Public / Private Grants
     12% Business Enterprises

General
Donations

State / Federal
Contracts

Public / Private
Grants

Business
Enterprises

Programs

Administration

Fundraising



2021 GRADUATES



You make the MISSION POSSIBLE!

The Board of Directors, staff, and families of Providence House extend a heartfelt thanks

to each of our donors for your continued support. You make the MISSION POSSIBLE –

breaking the homeless cycle one family at a time! Thank you for allowing our team to do

the critical work required to help homeless men, women, and children to reach their

highest levels of self-sufficiency. For your generosity, kindness, care, concern, and

commitment to our families, THANK YOU.

In 2021, Providence House received general donations from individuals, families,

churches, civic organizations, corporations, clubs, and foundations (public and private)

totaling more than $830,000.00. Homeless families in northwest Louisiana were the

beneficiaries of all that is good in our community: YOU.

So, thank you to our amazing donors. You make the MISSION POSSIBLE.

Sincerely,

Verni Howard, Executive Director                      Dan Farris, 2021 Board President  

Providence House is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization. Gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent
of the law. No goods or services are provided to the donor by Providence House in exchange for
donations.  Providence House is audited each year by a third-party CPA firm. Audit results can be
viewed at www.theprovidencehouse.com.

OUR DONORS



Follow us on social media!

www.theprovidencehouse.com

814 Cotton Street
Shreveport, LA 71101

(318) 221-7887


